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DIEZEL HERBERT

TESTED BY TERAY BUDDINGH

If you've been keeping up with the latest
trends and developments in elite mulr-
channel high-gain amplifiers, you've surely
heard of Diezel. Hand-crafted in Munich,
Germany, these wicked-sounding  tone
machines have been a farce o be reckoned
with ever since the impressive four-channel
VH4 (reviewed December, 1959) debured in
the 11.5. several years ago. The latest offer-

ing to spring from the mind of Peter Diezel
is rhe Herberr, which, if you're familiar with
the VH4, differs by featuring three inde-
pendent channels, six outpur tubes (rwo
more than the YH4), and an in-line fiont
panel. In addition, the Herbert hoasts a
powerful rwo-knob Mid Cur rone-shaping
funcrion, a handy alternate master volume,
and MIDT capability.
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The Herbert can serve up a wide range of
tonal colors and texrures courtesy of irs
three channels, each of which is voiced dif-
ferently and optimized for a specific range of
gain and tones. Channel 1's two gain stages
are voiced 1o deliver clean rones with maxi-
mum headroom, while channel 2's three
gain stages cover the low- to moderately
high-gain rerrirory. Channel 2 also sports a
Gain-Boost switch that can kick-up the burn
for more singing sustain, and Channel 3
ecmploys four gain stages for the most
extreme overdriven rones.

The Herbert's two-knob Mid Cut circuit,
the amp’s most unique and powerful tone-
shaping function, fearures an Intensity knob
thar controls the severity of the midrange
scoop (centered at approximately 400Hz),
and a Volume contral rthar provides an
appropriate cut {or boost) in overall ampli-
fier level. While obviously useful for obtain-
ing extreme scooped-mid metal tones, you
can alternately use Mid Cut as a program
mable lead-boost oprion. And, thanks to rhe
Herberr's MIDI capabiliry, the circuit can be
assigned to any, or all, of the channels. (The
Herbert doesn’t come with a footswitch, so
you'll need ro use a MIDI controller such as
the Digital Music Ground Control or the
Rockrron All Access to control the
footswirchable funcrions.)

The Herbert also features unusually
powerful (but non-programmahle) global
Presence and Deep controls. Affecting fre-
quencies above 2kHz, the inductor-based
Presence control is voiced deeper into the

treble range than traditional presence cir-
cuits. This voicing provides more bire and
cutting power, as well as increasing the con-
trol's perceived effectiveness. The Deep
control also uses an unusual inducror-based
circuit 1o increase the output stage's low-
frequency esponse, This powerful circuit
boosts in the 120H= range ro provide bone
rartling low-end thar stays tght and con-
trolled thanks to the abundance of power
provided by rhe six ourpur rubes.

The Herbert's outpul stage can accept a
wide range of sutpur tubes, and each pair of
sockets 15 equipped with an independent
bias control so that you can mix different
tube rypes. For example, it's possible to run
6L6s, EL34s, and 65505 simultancously, with
the bias current for each pair of tubes opri-
mized for their own dynamic “sweet spot.”
How cool!

The Herbert's three channels cover an
impressive range of sounds. While some
mulri-channel amps favor higher-gain
textures, the Herbert is remarkable in its
ability to provide impressive clean tones as
well. Channel 1 conveys clean with
astounding headroom and punch, yet
there's always a sense of resiliency in the
dynamic response that keeps the feel from
becoming sulfl or sterile.

Channel 2 is the versarility champ
thanks to the additional range provided by
its Gain-Boost switch. In low-gain mode, i
can cover rweed-like grind, Brit-flavored
crunch, and even totally nail the Van Halen
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Fully lozded: The
Interior is neathy
filled with quality
componeants, and the
chassis-mounted
pots ane connectad
o the clrcult board
with “fiylng leads®
for durability.
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Three channels with

With six EL343 ndependent EQ

under the hood, the Global Presence and

Herbart can dish out Deep controls
& solld 150 watts of M programmatile
Mid Cut contral

MIDI programmakble

tube muscie

secondarny Masie

Valume contral

Three global effects
Innps [series, paralled,
and one series or

paralicl MiDI|
The rear panel has MIDY programmable loop]
I/0, threa global affects Frequency-compen-
loops, @ tuner ouipat, and sated preamp output
a frequency-compentatad Six Chinese-rmade
preamp out. 12AN7 preamp tubes
Six Chinese-made
“brown” sound. Activate the Gain-Boost And, thanks to the Mid Cut's programma- Ruby EL348-5TR
and rhere’s enough rage for old-school  bility, you can preset it for wicked rhythm output ubes
mictal or shred solos. Channel 3 delivers the  chunk, and then bypass the scoop for more [agoepts a vanety
extreme pain demanded by today’s nu-  forceful solos, of cutput tubes)
metal players, while the Mid Cur control The highest-gain tones reveal the true 150 1o 180 watts
lets yvou dial-in the perfect amount of scoop. value of the Herbert's extra horsepower [dapending on
output tube type)
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Yes, six output tubes can produce
authoritative tones at frighteningly
loud levels, bur the real benefit
here is enhanced low-end control.
There's simply no substitute for
raw power when you're talking
gbout low-cnd slam.,

Faving the way for a new breed of
2]st-century super amps, the
Herbert  boldly  ventures  into
nncharted rerrirory wirh a specrrum
of sounds that leaves litde to be
desired. This German tone machine
would rule on rhe basis of its second
channel alone, and when you con-
sider its plethora of hip features,

A TALE OF TWO CABS

Diexel offers two types of straipht-front 4X12 cabinets, the Ya12H and Va12F,
which come loaded with Celestion Vintage 20s [other speakers are available ]
The V412R, Diezal's version of the “classlc” 4% 12, le constructed of Baltic birch
plywood and features a screwed-on plywoed back panel, an internal center-
post, and rear-loaded speakers [hence the "R designation]. By contrast, tha
Y412 F i= made of llghtwelght itallan poplar ply and sports a glued-in back
panel. To add strenpth and reduce resonznces, four deep plywood braces are
employed 1o stiffen the sides, baffle, and back panel, Since the rear panelisn't
removahle, the speakers are Installed from the front

While the two cabinets share the same speaker complement, the VA12F is
about an inch shorter and has a removable grille. These cabs also posses dis-
tinctly different sonkc personalities. As might be expected, the Y412R sounds
lively end resonant, like & well-seasoned vintage Sx12, while the V412F's less
resonant design evokes & more modern Volce that Is fdeally suited far heaviar
high-gain tonas. The Y412FE low-end is tiphter and better focused than & tre-
ditional #x12, with 2 more immediate and precise dunamic response that
enhances the percussive drive of chugging, bass-heavy rhythm panerns, —TB

and its ability to sound impressive
even ar low volumes, it's clear thart
the Herbert has fow rivals, For those
who seek a truly diber high-gain
tube amp, and have the bank to
afford it, there's no substitute for
the Herbert.
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The Case
Specialists

FOOT PEDAL CASE GUITAR CASE
Small 231 3xdur- 5119 BLOWOUT! -
Large 30x15xd12-- §149 589 stral, acoustic,
and bass

Cases afso Available for Drums,
Amps, Mixers, Rack Mouni
Equipment, Keyboards, elc...
Call for pricing on standard or

custom designed cases!
www.discount-distributors.com

800-346-4638 (in NY) 631-563-8326

s, BAD pesges, BN O-B7938:755-2, 549,95

If you wani to dig deeper inio jozz, ths mew
baok by Seott Yoraw i your uimate quide. Jazz on Record
enllacts in one hansame bamzover vilume the compizle
history of sexoided jazz through six decodes of mesic. The
years of 1895=1976 (which includs the 22 years that
precada tha first jozr reconding) ae dwided wfo 10
thoplers 1hat explose eoch perod’s groundbeeaking events
and various malnstreem and revivel azz movements.

hemlnble of fine book omd mic sloeer everpwhen:.
U ool folf Free (868] 2225231

GEOD Siace Way » Gy, CA 55000 LIEA
Phone: (BES) 232-5237 or (408) S4A-A004
qmﬁﬂ* Fa: (404 848 5784
E-mail: Backheabs rushaerier com
Weh: werw backhrathesles com

Diegtributed o mash steres by Hal Lecaard Corp,;
o Epokslores by Publishers Group West.



